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Jamestown Time Line

1558-1603

· Queen Elizabeth I rules England
1584

· Sir Walter Raleigh receives a charter to discover and settle lands in the New World.
· Raleigh’s expedition lands on Roanoke Island and claims a large part of North America—all the land between present day Halifax, Nova Scotia to the modern border of North and South Carolina—for England.
· Raleigh names this new land “Virginia” for Queen Elizabeth I—the Virgin Queen.
1585 -1590
· Raleigh makes two attempts to establish a colony on Roanoke Island.

· The first colony is abandoned in 1586.

· The second colony settled in 1587 disappears.  It is known today as the “Lost Colony”. 
1603

· Queen Elizabeth I dies.
· King James I becomes king of England.
1606

· In April King James I grants a charter to the Virginia Company to settle lands in “Virginia”.

· In December the London Company, a branch of the Virginia Company, sends the first group of setters—105 men and boys—to Virginia.  The three ships carrying the settlers are under the command of Christopher Newport.
1607

· In April the settlers make their first landing on the Virginia coast—at the entrance to the Chesapeake Bay.

· On May 13, after exploring much of the James River, the settlers chose an island, 40 or 50 miles from the mouth of the river, as the site for their settlement.  
· They land and begin to build a fort at the western end of the island which they call Jamestown in honor of the king.
· The first summer at Jamestown is very difficult.  Food spoils, drinking water turns brackish and sickness and disease take the lives of about two thirds of the settlers.
· John Smith, one of the settlers, is successful in trading with the Virginia Indians for food.

1608

· In January Christopher Newport brings the first supply of settlers and provisions to Virginia.  Fire breaks out shortly after his arrival and destroys much of the fort.
· In September John Smith is elected President of the Council.

· Also in September Christopher Newport arrives with the second supply of settlers including two women and 8 Dutchmen (Germans) and Poles skilled in making glass.

1609

· In January a glasshouse is established a mile from Jamestown 

· In June the third supply of settlers and provisions sails for Virginia—a fleet of nine ships carrying approximately 500 men, women and children.

· In August six of the nine ships arrive at Jamestown Island.  The fleet had been hit by a hurricane and Sea Venture, the largest ship carrying all the provisions for the new settlers, is thought to be lost.
· The winter of 1609 is known as the Starving Time—the population at the fort shrinks from about 300 to 60 due to disease, hunger and Indian attacks.

1610

· In June the survivors of Sea Venture arrive at Jamestown.  They had been shipwrecked on Bermuda.

· The situation at the fort is desperate as there is no food.  The governor decides to abandon the settlement.
· A new fleet of supply ships arrives in time to stop them.

1612

· John Rolfe begins his experiments with tobacco.

1614

· John Rolfe and Pocahontas are married and there is peace between the Virginia Indians and the English settlers.

1616

· John Rolfe and Pocahontas travel to England.
1617

· Pocahontas dies in England and John Rolfe returns to Virginia.
1619

· The meeting of the General Assembly, the first representative English legislative assembly in the New World, takes place on July 30.

· The arrival of the first Africans in Virginia is recorded.
1624

· The charter of the London Company is revoked and Virginia becomes a royal colony under the control of the king.
1676

· Bacon’s Rebellion—an uprising of frontier settlers—results in the burning of Jamestown.

· The town is rebuilt.

1698

· The statehouse is accidently burned.
1699

· The decision is made to move the seat of government from Jamestown to a place eight miles northeast called Middle Plantation.

· Gradually Jamestown disappears and Jamestown Island becomes farmland.
1893

· Owners of Jamestown Island give 22½ acres of the island to Preservation Virginia, an organization formed to save historic sites in Virginia.
1934

· Federal Government buys the rest of Jamestown Island.
1936

· Jamestown Island becomes part of the Colonial National Historic Park.
· Preservation Virginia and the National Park Service are joined in interpreting, protecting and preserving this important site.
1994

· Archaeological excavations begin on Jamestown Island to find the remains of the 1607 fort.

2007

· The nation commemorates the 400th anniversary of the founding of Jamestown.
VOCABULARY LIST
Jamestown

Archaeology—the study of the past through physical remains, such as artifacts, uncovered from the ground. 
Archaearium—the source of old things.  On Jamestown Island it is the museum that displays some of the artifacts from the excavation of the 1607 fort.
Artifact—an object made or used by humans.

Bastion or bulwark—a raised area within a fort used for defense.
Brackish—a mixture of salt and fresh water.
Colony—land under the control of a distant country.

Courtier—an attendant at the court of a king or queen.

Legislature—a group of people responsible for making laws.
Palisade—a fence of wooden planks enclosing an area for defense.

Plantation—a farm that produces one main crop to sell, such as tobacco.  In the past, the word was also used to mean settlement.  For example, Middle Plantation was the 17th century name given to a settlement located midway between the James and the York Rivers—eventually this settlement became the town of Williamsburg.
Thatch—bundles of plant stalks or reeds used for roofing.
Wattle-and-daub—a way of constructing buildings in England at the time of the Jamestown settlement in 1607.  Wattle is a weaving of poles, twigs, reeds or branches to form walls.  Daub is a mixture of clay, sand, straw and water which is then smoothed over the wattle.
CHART FOR DVD
While you are watching the DVD Where America Began, use this chart to make some notes on the information presented in the DVD.  There is no need to write in complete sentences, simply jot down a word or two to remind you of what you have heard.   These notes will be helpful to you when it comes to making a decision about which sites at Jamestown you are going to recommend.  

There are four places to go to learn about Jamestown.  

Historic Jamestowne operated by the National Park Service:
What’s there?

Original Fort and Archaearium Area operated by Preservation Virginia

What’s there?

Jamestown Glasshouse

What’s there?

Jamestown Settlement operated by the commonwealth of Virginia

What’s there?
PRIMARY SOURCES

Jamestown

How Do We Know What We Know?

Did you ever wonder how historians know what happened in the past?  Discovering the past is like trying to put together a gigantic puzzle with many of the puzzle pieces missing or scattered all around.  Historians use different sources to find the pieces of the puzzle.  One good place to find information is from primary source material—official documents and records, diaries, letters, newspaper articles, drawings, paintings, etc.—created by people who were alive when a particular event occurred.  

Following are some descriptions of Virginia made by the settlers on their first arrival in the country.  Spelling, grammar and language were different in the past; therefore, unusual spellings and words are explained in brackets in the text.

After landing on Jamestown Island the members of the governing council in Virginia wrote this in a letter to the Council of Virginia in London.
“We are set down 80 miles within [on] a river for breadth, [width] sweetness of water, length navigable up into the country, deep and bold channel so stored with sturgeon and other sweet fish as no man’s fortune hath ever possessed the like and, as we think, if more may be wished in a river it will be found.  The soil (is) most fruitful, laden with good oak, ash, walnut tree, poplar, pine, sweet woods, cedar, and others yet without names that yield gums pleasant as frankincense and experienced amongst us for great virtue in healing green [infected] wounds and aches.”
The Council in Virginia:  Letter to the Council of Virginia in London, June 22, 1607.
If you received this description of Virginia as a member of the council, what would you have thought?      
On June 22 Captain Newport left the settlement for England.  George Percy, one of the settlers wrote:
“Captain Newport being gone for England, leaving us (one hundred and four persons) very bare and scanty of victuals [food]—furthermore in wars and in danger of the savages—we hoped after [for] a supply [re-supply] which Captain Newport promised within twenty weeks.”
George Percy: Observations gathered out of a discourse.
How long is 20 weeks?  When can the settlers expect Newport to return with food and other supplies?  Based on what Percy wrote, do you think the settlers have a positive or negative attitude about Virginia?  Why do you think so?  
On August 6, Percy begins to keep a record of the men who die and what they die of.  In September he writes:

“Our men were destroyed with cruel diseases, as swellings, flixes [severe diarrhea], burning fevers, and by wars, and some departed suddenly, but for the most part they died of mere famine [hunger].  There were never Englishmen left in a foreign country in such misery as we were in this new-discovered Virginia…Our food was but a small can of barley sod [soaked] in water to five men a day; our drink cold water taken out of the river, which was at a flood [high tide] very salt, at a low tide full of slime and filth, which was the destruction of many of our men.
George Percy: Observations gathered out of a discourse.
Of the 104 men and boys left in Virginia by Captain Newport in June only 38 were alive in September.

Now how do you think the settlers feel about Virginia?  What has happened to the “sweet water” in the river that the first letter mentions?
Note: The settlers arrived at Jamestown Island in May—springtime.  In the spring the water in the James River is fresh—fed by the melting snows in the mountains to the west.  During the rest of the year the salt-water tide sweeps up river and mixes with the fresh water making it brackish.  The settlers dumped their waste products, including raw sewage, down river from the fort and the tide swept it back past the fort.  This explains Percy’s remarks that the water from the river was salty at high tide and full of slime and filth at low tide.  It is surprising that many of the men got sick?
